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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following Sermon was never once 
thought of, by the author, for the 


preſs, when it was delivered from the pul- 
pit. It was only deſigned for the uſe of 
his own congregation; as a freſh teſtimony 
of triumphant faith in the immediate view 
of death, and a token of reſpect to the me- 
mory of one of the greateſt miniſters of 
the goſpel in the preſent day. But being 


taken down (when it was delivered) by a 


profeſs'd ſhort-hand writer, without the au- 
thor's knowledge, many of his friends ſo- 
licited its publication, which he for ſome 
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1 
time refuſed; out of reſpect to thoſe mi- 
niſters to whoſe province it more imme- 
diately belonged ; but it being ſince ſuggeſt- 
ed to him that many others, beſides thofe 
preached at Blackſriyars and St, Dunſtan's, 
would probably be publiſhed ; but now, to 
prevent a ſpurious edition, he has permitted 
it to be printed, for the benefit of the ſhort- 
hand writer above mentioned ; and humbly 
hopes the public will candidly overlook the 
many defects often incident to an extempore 


diſcourſe, 
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HEN I was conſidering yeſterday 
what would be a proper ſubject on 
the preſent ſolemn occaſion, this paſſage 
was ſuggeſted to my mind, as very ſuitable ; 
inaſmuch as the faith the apoſtle here ſpeaks 
of, was that very faith, which bleſſed Mr. 
Romaine conſtantly preached, and in which 
he ſo gloriouſly died. It was but one and 
the fame faith, that the Old Teſtament 
worthies, and believers under the diſpenſa- 
tion of the goſpel now, were and are juſti- 
fied 
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fied by. They lived in the rich experi- 
ence of it, and died in the comfort of the 
fame. Our deceaſed brother and they 
looked to the ſame jeſus, the author and 
finiſher of their faith. This was the con- 
ſtant topic of all his diſcourſes; to this 
grand ſubject they might all be reduced. 
From the time I have had the happineſs of 
knowing him, which is upwards of twenty 
years; (and I have frequently heard him 
within that period) the ſubſtance of all his 
ſermons might be well comprized in this 
one ſingle ſentence, . Chriſt is All, in All.” 
A doctrine that Chriſt will ever put honour 
upon, as well as on thoſe that preach it; and 
particu! 'arly did he own this his bleſſed ſer- 
vant, in thus faithfully and invariably knows 
ing and preaching nothing elſe, but Chriſt and 
him crucified. Indeed I am bound to ſay, to 
the beſt of my Enowicdee. no ene in all Lon- 
don, either! in the eſtabliſhment or out of i it, 
did or could preach Jeſus more conſtant- 
I, ſweetly, and ſueceſsfully, than this aged 


father i in Chriſt, this venerable ſervant of 
God 


1 


God our Saviour, did; few, indeed, very 
few, like him. 


Verily, all his preaching was nothing but 
Jeſus; thoſe that did not like that doctrine, 


could not reliſh him; for all that went to his 


church, and heard him preach, would ever 
hear him on his darling topic; and, if they 
liked that glorious kind of preaching, would 
never go away diſappointed. If they did 
not feed upon Chriſt, it was their fault, not 
his. There was no uncertain ſound there. 


With moſt others of us, it is different at dif- 


ferent tim es; but with him, Chriſt was al- 
ways uppermoſt, It was this made my at- 


tachment to his preaching' ſo great; it is 


this that makes his memory to me now ſa 
dear. Taking him all in all, I know no 
one, (I muſt repeat it) preaching Chriſt, as 
he did ; he ſeemed to have a peculiar diſ- 
penſation. And what an honour did his 


maſter put upon him, to keep him ſo ſteady 


to that one point, without varying, for near 
half a century — Well, therefore, may his loſs 
_ be 
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be juſtly and univerſally deplored | and all the 
comfort that God's people can have recourſe 
to, under ſuch an event is, that, bleſſed be 
God! our Jeſus is yet alive, and lives for 
ever ; and the government of the church is 
upon his ſhoulders ; all power is his in hea- 
ven and earth ; he will be with his miniſters 
and people to the end of the world. And 
if he has taken away an Elijah, he can ſend 
many Eliſha's in his room; yea, if he ſpeaks 
but the word, great ſhall be the company 
of preachers. It may alſo afford great con- 
ſolation to the inhabitants of Zion, the 
friends to the cauſe ef God, that he was 
ſpared ſo long to be a faithful witneſs for 
his Divine Maſter to the church below, be- 
fore he was removed to the church above ; 
for hear him wherever you would, in Lon- 
don or in the country, in his own pulpit 
or thoſe of others, in public congregations, 
or more private ſocial meetings, his whole 
doctrine from firſt to laſt, was the teſtimony 
of Jeſus, And this is the doctrine, when 
brought to the heart by God the Holy Ghoſt, 

vin 


1 . 
will bring you and me the ſame joy in be- 
lieving while we live, and the ſame peace 
and comfort When we die. 


My deſign in the choice of theſe words 
on this occaſion is, to ſhew you that Mr. Ro- 
maine's was no new doctrine, that there was 
never but one way for a ſinner to be ſaved, 
ſince the fall of man, that is, by Jeſus ; and 
therefore that all believers we read of in the 
Old Teſtament, and all we read of in the 
New, as well all the other children of God 
that have departed out of this life ſince that 
time, or ſhall go hence till time ſhall be no 
longer, have gone the ſame way, have all 
died in one and the ſame faith, looking on- 
ly for ſalvation to one and the ſame Jeſus. 
God over all, bleſſed for ever ! amen, For 
there is but one way to heaven, and he is 
that way,one ſpirit, one Lord, one faith, Nei- 
ther is there ſalvation in any other, for there 
is none other name under heaven, given a- 
mong men, whereby we muſt be ſaved ; and 
when we get home, when we arrrive at the 
| haven where we would be, we ſhall ſing one 
and the ſame ſong, 

6 Worthy 1 is the Lamb!“ 
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I ſhall now briefly take notice of a few 
of the Old=Teſtament-ſaints recorded in this 
chapter (for the time would fail me to ſpeak 
of all) who lived and died in the ſame faith. 
For true juſtifying faith is of the ſame na- 
ture, and has the ſame glorious divine ob- 
ject in view in all perſons, and during all 
ages. It is the ſame Jeſus, and all ſpiritual 
bleſſings are only in him. From the very 
moment the firſt promiſe was made of the 
ſeed of the woman, that was to bruiſe the 
ſerpent” s head, Jeſus has been the one object 
in the believer's view for ſalvation, in life 
and death, in time and eternity ; ſo that all 
the great things recorded in this capter, as 


done or ſuffered by the ſaints of old, were 


the effects and proofs of their faith in Jeſus, 
It was not for their great and glorious eri 
ploits, their heroic actions, their invincible 
courage; their illuſtrious victories, their tri. 
umphant m-rtyrdom, they were ſaved : but 
it was by faith in Jeſus, of which faith theſe 
were the neceſſary inſeperable e effects. It was 


by faith they added, they obeyed, they ſuffer= | 
ed; 


1 1 . 


=>: 
ed; by faith they lived, and by faith they 
died. It was not they, but Chriſt in them. 


Not of works, but by grace through faith; 
they were but his workmanſhip; He was the 
Potter, and they were the clay; it was He 
that worked in them to will and to do of his 
own good pleaſire. - Thus it was faith that 
wrought with their works ; and by works 
was their Faith made perfect. 


By faith Abel offered a more excellent ſa- 
crifice than that of Cain, and why ſo ? be- 
cauſe it was an evident type of that great 
and bleſſed ſacrifice for ſin, the offering of 
the body of Jeſus Chriſt once for all. To 
this ſacrifice he looked for atonement and 
pardon ; he had, by virtue of the ſame, 
a divine teſtimony that he was righteous, 
that is, juſtified before God. The righte- 
ouſneſs of Jeſus he looked to, he relied on, 
he pleaded for his alone acceptance by faith; 
and he was accounted righteous for the ſame, 


in the ſight of a ſin- avenging yet reconciled, 
God in Chriſt Jeſus. He knew he was a 
| ſinner 
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finner, and that he wanted a Saviour: He 
was guilty, hz therefore needed a ſacrifice; 
and fince without ſhedding of blood there 
was, there could be, no remiſſion ; whither 
ſhould he look, but to the Lamb ſlain (in 


God's purpoſe) from the foundation of the 


world? In teſtimony that this was all his 
dependance, did he offer that ſacrifice, a 


figure of the great ſacrifice that ſhould ap- 


pear in the end of the world. To this he 
looked, and by this was he juſtified ; where- 
of he had a divine teſtimony in his own con- 
ſcience. To this ſacrifice did our late friend 
alſo ever direct his hearers to look for re- 
demption through his blood, even the for- 
giveneſs of all their ſins. So that Abel's 
faith and his was one and the ſame. They 
both looked to the ſame atonement, and truſt- 
ed for pardon and acceptance to the blood 
of the ſame precious Jeſus; he being dead, 
faith the apoſtle, yet ſpeaketh, What doth he 
ſpeak ? Why; juſt as if he was to ſay to each 


of us, I acknowledge I am a poor ſinner ; but 
J look to my great Saviour, that is to be ſa- 
| crificed 
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crificed on the croſs for me and all his peo- 
ple; his blood is my atonement; in this foun- 
tain I waſh and am cleanſed from all my 
ſin; and bleſſed be his name, I have a wit- 
neſs in my own conſcience that I am now a 
juſtified perſon by that righteouſneſs of Je- 
hovah-Jeſus, my God , who in the fullneſs 
of time, ſhall become incarnate. 


Another of theſe worthies we read of in 
the words preceeding the text, is 


Enoch; and could there be a more glorious 
teſtimony of him, than that he pleaſed God; 
and -this teſtimony he had before he was 
tranſlated: we read he was tranſlated that he 
ſhould not ſee death. He pleaſed God; but 
without faith it was not poſſible to pleaſe 
God. This was therefore an infallible proof 
of Enoch's faith; faith in whom ? was it 
not in that Lord, that Jeſus, of whom he 
preached, and teſtified, ' whilſt he was here 
on earth, ſaying, Behold the Lord cometh, 
with ten thouſands of his ſaints, to execute 

C judg- 
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judgment upon all, and to convince all that 
are ungodly among them, of all their ungod- 
ly deeds which they have ungodly commit- 
ted, and of all their hard ſpeeches which 
ungodly finners have ſpoken againſt him- 
What a bold and faithful preacher, was this 
cloſe walker with God? How did his faith 
too put the higheſt honor on his adorable 
Lord, in his giorious majeſty, at his ſecond 
coming, as the judge of quick and dead, 
whom he foreſaw, and whom he thus aw- 
fully forctold! This was the man that 
walked with God; and what that is is clearly 
explained in a treatiſe on that ſubject, of 
which Mr. Romaine was the author, and 


which himſelf has declared, to my know- 
ledge, to have been H own experience, Here 


is then another inſtance of the ſame faith. 


The next bcliever mentioned by the apoſ- 


tle in the preceeding paſſage is Naab, who 
being warned of God, pepared an ark for 


the ſaving himſelf and his family; there- 


by proving himſelf an heir of the righteouſ- 
neſs 


n 


neſs of Chriſt, which is imputed by faith ; 
and condemning the world for their unbe- 
lief, in refuſing to enter into the ark: and 
was not this ark Chriſt, what this eminent 
deceaſed ſervant of God continually directed 
ſinners to fly to, to avoid the deluge of di- 
vine wrath, and to be for ever ſafe? Did he 
not continually point out the ſecurity and 
happineſs of thoſe that have fled to Jeſus for 
refu_e ; and the inevitable deſtruction of all. 
who neglect this great ſalvation ?—that in 
Chriſt all are ſafe'; whilſt all that live and 
die out of Chriſt are loſt for ever? Noah be- 
came an heir of the righteouſneſs which is 
by faith; even the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
which is unto all and upon all them that 
believe. By faith in this rightequſneſs was 
Noah juſtified. Jeſus ſtands alone in this 
matter of juſtification, his glory he will not 
give to another, Nothing is or can be add. 
ed to it ; no prayers, no qualifications, no 
works of what kind ſoever. His ſalvation 
is a finiſned one; he has done the work, let 
him have the glory. | 

2 Another 
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Another of thoſe illuſtrious worthies re- 
corded here, is Abraham. Oh what a ſweet 
view had Abraham of the Lord Jeſus, when 
that divine promiſe was made, ** In thee 
ſhall all the families of the earth be bleſſed?” 
How did he look forward to the promiſed 
ſeed, that ſhould ſpring from his loins ! and 
that ſeed was Chriſt. Hence our Lord told 
the Jews, **Abraham rejoiced to ſee my day ; 
and he ſaw it and was glad.” They could not 
comprehend this, ſeeing Chriſt was not yet 
fifty years, old, till he ſpoke to them of his 
ownevertaſting ſelf-exiſtence; ** before Abra- 
ham was, I am. Then tock they up ſtones 
to caſt at him;” becauſe they took him for a 
blaſphemer, hereby arrogating to himſelf the 
divine nature of the eternal I Am, or Jeho- 
vah, Nevertheleſs Abraham ſaw Jeſus by 
faith, and that rightcouſneſs by which he was 


- juſtified; tothis he looked, and it was imput- 


ed to him for juſtification. And in this ſame 
way all who ſtill believe are juſtified from all 
things from which the, could no: be juſtified 
by the law of Moſes. This was the righ- 


teouſneſs Mr, Romaine preached conſtantly; 
| this 


19 
this he, received by faith, and by this he 
found peace with God. How have I ſeen 
his cheeks glow, and his eyes ſparkle, when 
I have heard him repeat in the midſt of a 
ſermon from his pulpit thoſe ſweet words of 
one of our hymns, which was, as well it 
might be, a gieat favourite with him, 


« Jeſus, thy blood and righteouſneſs 
My beauty are, my glorious dreſs ; 
'Midſt flaming worlds, in theſe array'd, 
With joy ſhall I lift up my head. | 
When from the duſt of earth I riſe, 

To claim my manſion in the ſkies, 
E'en then ſhall this be all my plea, 
Jeſus hath liv'd, and dy'd for me.” 


David was another bleſſed inſtance, or ex- 
ample, produced by St. Paul, of this glorious 
doctrine of juſtification by the righteouſneſs 
cf Chriſt imputed to the beiiever. Ah! let 
Arminian hearts quarrel with this doctrine 
as much as they pleaſe, may it be my ſup- 
port in my laſt hours! for ſure I am, if we 
have no righteouſneſs in Chriſt, we have 

none 
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none of our own to juſtify us ; but if we 
have a righteouſneſs in Chriſt, that 1s 
enough, and we want no other, What but 
the covenant of prace in Chriſt was David's 


| ſupport and comfort ? What, amongſt his 
lis laſt words, did he declare to be all his ſal- 
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1 vation and all his deſire, but this covenant 
{ that God had made with him, and which 
a was ordered in all things and ſure? Read 
65 the whole book of Pſalms, and you will ſee 
in him teſtifying of Chriſt throughout, as his 


God and his Saviour. 


I ſhall mention but one more illuſtrious 


il example of faith in the Old Teſtament. 
ui ſaints, to prove this doctrine ; I mean Job- 
| What a noble teſtimony does he bear to 


Jeſus in the following words, 1 know 
1 that my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall 
x ſtand at the latter day upon earth ; and 
4 though after my ſkin worms deſtroy this 
| body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God, 
whom I ſhall behold for myſelf, and not 
another.” This was his comfort under all 


his trials, I know that my Redeemer li- 
veth.“ 


L 1891 
veth.” Jeſus was his Redeemer—he knew 
it—and he knew that he after death ſhould 
live again, and that he ſhould one day ſee 
him in glory; whom he then ſaw by an eye 
of faith. And this crowned the whole, — 
Looking by faith to Jeſus,. they knew they 
ſhould one day ſee him in glory, and be 
with him for ever. The views of the Pa- 
trizrchs were not confined to the earthly 
anaan; they knew that was but typical, 
they looked for a better country, that is, an 
heavenly; they knew their God had pre- 
pared for them a city, even a city that hath 
foundations, What foundations? Oh, the 
everlaſting love of God, his power, his ve- 
racity and faithfulneſs; the grace and blood 
and righteouſneſs. of Jeſus !—This was the 
foundation of the faith, the hope, the com- 
fort of God's elect, at all times and in all 
places. For this they were content to be 
ſtrangers and ſojourners here on earth ; they 
lived in tents to ſhew they did not conſider 
themſelves at home ; but they looked for a 
City, even an heavenly one, and this was the 


reſt 
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reſt that remained for them and all the pen- 


ple of God. 


Look again to a few inſtances of the ſame 
faith in the New Teſtament What was it 


that good old Simeon declared that made him 
ſing that bleſſed ſong. Lord, now let thy 


ſervant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 


ſeen thy ſalvation;“ but his ſeeing Chriſt, 


and his intereſt in him, by faith? Whilſt he 
held the precious child Jeſus in his bodily 
arms, and ſaw him with his bodily eyes, he 
ſeemed to ſay, ** I have now ſeen this bleſſed 
babe in the fleſh, according to God's pro- 
miſe; but, glory be to his name, in him I 
ſee my Jeſus come to work out my fſalva- 
tion, and on his ſalvation I rely for ever. 
Now, Lord, I deſire to ſtay no longer upon 
earth; I humbly requeſt my diſmiſſion: I 
have nothing more to do; I have been wait- 
ing for him, and am not diſappointed ; 'S 
know I ſhall die in peace.” 


-And, my friends, if you depart in peace, 
it muſt be in Chriſt, Do not tell me of 
your 


TR | 
your peace with God, if it is not in Chriſt, | 
the alone peace-maker, and peace-giver, it is 
not worth a farthing. Certain I am, if he 
has not obtained peace for you by his own 
croſs, there is none to be obtained any other 
way. For my part, as a poor ſinner, [ 
dare not ook God in the face, but through 
Jeſus. I ſhould hear him ſay, I will by 
no means ſpare the guilty; the ſoul that ſin- 
neth ſhall die.” —None elſe but Chriſt could 
take off my load of guilt, or cleanſe me from 
my ſin. None could bring peace to my ſoul, 
but the Lamb that was ſlain. And the rea- 
ſon that you have now the load of guilt on 

your conſcience is becauſe you have not been 
acting faith on the Lord Jeſus; for being 
«« juſtified by faith we have peace with God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 


Again, What was it that ſupported, 
ſtrengthened, and comforted the firſt martyr, 
Stephen (for whom the devout men, when 
they carried him to his burial, made great 


lamentation—Such as I doubt not will be 
D 5 made 
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made by great numbers to-morrow, over this 
eminent miniſter of Chriſt, when he is car- 
ried to' his burial) What, I ſay, comforted 
Stephen amidſt the ſhowers of ſtones? O 
his eye of faith. Yes, it pierced through the 
very heavens ; he ſaw Jeſus ſtanding at the 
right hand of God, able to ſuccour him, and 


ready to receive his departing ſpirit, when 


his body was ſtoned to death, He called up- 
on God his Saviour, ſaying, ** Lord Jeſus, 
receive my ſpirit!” and when he had prayed 
for his murdering perſecutors, he fell aſleep. 
His death was but fleep ; it was in fact no 
death, the ſting was taken out. In this ſenſe 
he that believeth in him ſhall never die: 
therefore believers are ſaid to feep in Jeſus, 
whom God will bring with him—Our friend 
Lazarus /eeteth. | | 


What was it too but faith that cauſed the 
apoſtle Paul to triumph, when he was a pri- 
ſoner at Rome, bound with a chain ſor the 


lake ofthe goſpel, that made him . 
know whom ] have believed, and Jam per- 


ſuade d 


119 J. 
ſuaded that he is able to keep that which IL 
committed to him againſt that day.“ And 
again, ** I have fought a good fight, I have 
finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith; 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 
of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righ- 
teous Judge, ſha'l give me at that day.“ If 
you had aſked Paul, what have you com- 
mitted to Jeſus? he would have anſwered, 
+ My ſoul, my body, my. ſpirit, all I am, 
all I have, for life and death, for time and 
eternity ; he has called me by his grace, he 
has waſhed me in his blood, he has juſtified 
me by his righteouſneſs, and cloathed me 
with the garment of ſalvation, he has renews 
ed me by his ſpirit, and when his appoint- 
ed time for my departure which is at hand, 
ſhall come, he will receive me into glory; 
to be with him where he is, and like him 
as he is—l have his promiſe for it, and his 
faithfulneſs is my ſecurity—He muſt fail 
before I can fail. Who ſhall pluck, me ou! 
of his hands? who ſhall ſeparate me from 
his love?” He might ſay with David, 
D 2 When 
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« When I walk through the valley of the 
ſhadow of death, I will fear no evi'.” Itis 
but a hadow ; that'is all, and who but chil- 
dren are afraid of a ſhadow? It is the na- 
ture of true faith to go through the darkeſt 
Places, under the guidance of Jeſus. Be- 
lievers have nothing to fear, if he is but 
with them. It was that faith that carried 
Abraham to a far country, which he knew 
nothing of. The Lord was his guide; the 
word of promiſe was his warrant. It was 
obedience to the Will of God ; and this in 
the greateſt difficulties ſhews the greatneſs 
of faith ; nay, it is its very nature, its very 
buſineſs, .to walk not by ſenſe. Faith, as it 
were, puts its hand into God's hand, with 
confidence, in the uttermoſt danger, and in 
the face of the greateſt enemies. It was this 
confidence that made the bleſſed Paul ſay, in 
the leſſon that has been read to-day on this 
occaſion, ** We now that if our earthly 
houſe of this tabernacle be diſſolved, we 
have a building of God, an houſe not made 
with hands eternal in the heavens,” How 
did 
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did he know it? The Lord the Spirit had re- 
vealed it to him; he had given him an ear- 
neſt, a rich foretaſte of it in his OWN ex- 
perience ; ſo that he could now ſay with 
confidence, that when abſent from the body, 
he ſhould be preſent with the Lord. He 
never dream't of the ſleep of the ſoul ; he 
knew when he departed from this earth, he 
ſhould be inſtantly with Chriſt, which is 
far better. There would be a change, not 
in the nature of the believer's happineſs, 
but only in the degree of it, | 


Dear Mr. Romaine was not a ſtranger to 
Jeſus, when he was here below, in his own 
foul ; and in his preaching it was the very _ 
joy of his heart, when he ſounded that love- 
ly name from his precious lips; yea, did not 
his hearers feel it? did not their very hearts 
burn within them when he talked of his 
Divine Maſter ? But now he is ſtill better 


acquainted with him ; the ſcene 1s only 


changed to a higher degree of happineſs in 
his Lord, than when he was here in the 
church 
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church below. When he entered on his 
celeſtial employment on the laſt ſabbath» 
day, his everlaſting reſt, Oh what a blaze 
of glory did he then behold ! what a burſt 
of praiſe was there? I want wards to ex- 
preſs myſelf. No human tongue can utter, 
no mortal man can conceive what he began 
to enjoy, the inſtant he went from time, 
and landed in eternity. O the tranſporting 
bliſs, now to behold his God and Saviour, 
that he had been preaching ſo many years ! 
This was the heaven of heavens-—Methinks 
I ſee him ſurrounded by thouſands of glo- 
rified ſpirits and juſt men made perfect, on 
his entrance within the heavenly gates ; his 
arrival greeted by thoufands of miniſtering 
ipirits to the heirs of ſalvation ; but at the 
fame time I hear him cry, Let me ſee the 
Lamb ?” Nothing would ſerve him, but to 
ſee the Lamb. It would be no heaven 
without him. They then, ſounding their 
golden trumpets to the praiſe of the King of 
faints, conduct this newly arrived meſſenger 
of the Lord before the throne, whilſt liſten- 


ing 


„ 

ing feraphim and cherubim aſk each other, 
„What ſhall be done to the man whom the 
King delighteth to honour?“ And when he 
beheld his divine and gracious Maſter, as 
the Lamb newly ſlain, in the midſt of the 
throne, I ſuppoſe he fell like John, as one 
dead at his feet, overwhelmed at the bright- 
neſs of his glory, with ineffably tranſport- 
ing rapture: The bleſſed Jeſus, with a ten- 
der embrace, raiſes him from his proſtrate 
ſtate, addrefles him with A well done, 
good and faithful ſervant, enter into the joy 
of thy Lord.” Then with his own bleſſed 
hands, puts a crown of righteouſneſs on 
his head. And now, methinks, I ſee him 
ſtanding before the throne, with his robes 
waſhed white in the blood of the Lamb, and 
a palm of victory in his hand, and with me- 
lody divine, on his golden harp, he inſtant- 


ly began the n ong, 
« Worthy is the Lamb ! E 


Oh what a ſabbath was this now to him! 
It 1sremarkable that ſo many of the diſtin- 
guiſhed minſters of God, when called hence, 

exchanged 
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exchanged an earthly for an heavenly ſabbath. 
His old friend Mr. Jones of St. Saviour's, 
I have reaſon to remember, entered upon his 
everlaſting reſt, on that Trinity Sunday, when 
I was ordained to miniſter in the church mi- 
litant, he went to worſhip the triune God 
in the church triumphant. And amongſt 
many others that I could mention, who 
went to glory on the Lord's Day, . was bleſs - 
ed Mr. Whitfield ; and here I am happy to 
record it to the honour of dear Mr. Romaine, 
(though he was called a bigot by many) that 
when that burning and ſhining light, Mr. 
Whitfield, was removed to glory, he la- 


mented the loſs of that great champion then, 


as we do of this other great man fallen in 


Iſrael now. And as to his ſuppoſed bitter- 
neſs againſt diſſenters, as fuch ; this I know, 
that when ſome years ago he was entruſted 
with a ſum of money to diſtribute among 
poor debtors in priſon, he was limited to 
thoſe of the eſtabliſhment—he obſerved to a 
dear friend of mine, that it cut him to the 


heart, when he faw any diſſenters in the 
| ſam 
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ſame ſituation, with large families alſo, and 
Was prevented from aſſiſting them in like 
manner. I mention this, to reſcue his me- 


mory from overharſh cenſure. He conſider- 
ed himſelf as ſtationed by Providence in the 


eſtabliſhment, to exerciſe his miniſtry there, 
and the Lord owned him wonderfully in it. 
Great allowance ſhould be made ; he had a' 
right to follow the dictates of his conſci- 
ence, and what appeared to him the path 
of his duty, as much as any other man.— 
Would to God, all that call themſelves 
regular, or others that find fault with his 
conduct, preached Chriſt in their churches 
as faithfully as he did ; and there would not 
be the tenth part of diſſenters that are now; 
who rather than ſtarve upon huſks, or hear 
unſound doctrines, are driven oftentimes 
out of the church, to hear thoſe doctrines, 
and to find that food for heir ſouls, which 
miniſters have bound themſelves by the moſt 
ſacred ties, to give them in the church. So 
that in fact, our falſe teachers increaſe the 
body of our believing diſfſenters—It was 
| E not 
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not fo with Mr. Romaine ; he knew Chriſt ; 
he preached him, and nothing elfe.— 
May we all follow him, as he followed 
Chriſt! [ fear much of many of our preach- 
ers, buth churchmen and diſſenters, that 
they preach partly Chriſt, and partly ſelf ; 
partly what they miſt kenly call free-grace ; 
and partly free-will and man's merit. This 
uncertain ſound was not to be heard from 
good Mr. Romaine's pulpit; he loved his 
Maſter too well to admit any of his rivals 
there, Nothing. was to be heard there at 
the expence of the truth, as it is in Je/us. 
It muſt be a whole Chriſt, and nothing but 
the rock Chriſt, his enemies being judges, 
And indeed nothing but Chriſt in his ful- 
neſs will do for any of us, when the Lord 
effectually convinces us of fin, humbles the 
pride of the heart, and brings our- ſelf-righ- 
teouſneſs down to the ground—None but 
Chriſt, none but Chriſt, will be the lan- 
guage of the heart. We fhall ſee and ac- 
knowledge that ſalvation muſt come free, 
or not at all. 


My 
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M dear brethren, what a matter of praiſe 
is it to hear alſo, how our Lord owned his 
own truth in this bleſſed dying man's ex- 
perience! to reflect that the precious Jeſus, 
the one topic of his preaching, and the whole 
and ſole dependance on his own foul in life, 
ſhould ſo divinely ſupport, ſo ſweetly com- 
fort him in his laſt days, in his dying hours! 
Indeed it ſeemed as if he had a pre- ſenti- 
ment the day before he was taken ill, that 
his end was approaching: for going to the 
houſe of a friend, whom he frequently called 
upon, and a member of this congregation; 
as ſoon as he was ſeated, he ſaid, without 
any introduction, ** Set thine houſe in or- 
der, for thou ſhalt die and not live.“ When 
our friend aſked him if he had any particu- 
lar meaning at that time — be ſaid, No.” 
but theſe words were much on his mind, 
and he tho1ght it an admonition or call, to 
all, eſpecially thoſe in buſineſs, or words to 
that effect. What a teſtimony did he give 
a friend of his and mine, a brother in the 
miniſtry, (when he bad called upon him, as 
A he 
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he went through London, ſince this laſt ill- 
neſs) I ſay, he left this teſtimony with him, 
that he did not repent of one word he had 
preached or printed concerning faith in Jeſus; 
but that he now felt the bleſſed comforts of 
thit precious doctrine. There's a dying 
teſtimony for his Life of Faith—his Walk of 
Faith, and his Triumph of Faith, beſides 
other evangelical diſcourſes, which are all 


full of Jeſus. I rejoice that he lived to 


publiſh that ſweet book, the Triumph of 
Faith, and was ſuch a happy witneſs of the 
illuſtration cf it in his own example. My 
own ſoul has been much refreſhed with the 
reading of it—may yours be ſo likewiſe! 
His work he conſidered now as done; and 
that he was ſoon to enter into the joy of his 
Lord; from the extraordinary communion 
he had with him, and the peculiar Piſgah 
views of glory he was favoured with, He 
wanted no medicine, he knew his labours 
were over, and he was ſoon to be with the 
Lord for ever For this he waited, he long- 


ed to go. His whole time, as his friendly 
hoſt, 


* 
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hoſt, who muſt know beſt, has ſaid) was ſpent 
in pray er and praiſe. And the ſame friend 
obſerved, that when he had heard his ſon 
pray in the family, he could ſcarce expreſs 
his joy, that a child of his ſhould be a child 
of God, And here we cannot but notice 
what a diſtinguiſhing mercy it was from the 
Lord to give him a well grounded hope that 
his only ſon ſhould preach the ſame Jeſus 
after he was gone; and that the church of 
God ſhould ftill have a Romaine among 
them; and that thuogh one was taken, ano- 
was left to be a witneſs of the glorious truths 
of the everlaſting goſpel. And when he 
ſpoke to any ſelect friend, which he could 
bear but ſeldom, and that but little at a 
time, it was all of Jeſus, Being aſked one 
day, if he would like to ſee more of his 
friends? his anſwer was, „He did not want 
better company than he then enjoyed, (mean- 
ing Jeſus.) How emphatically did he lay 
ſtreſs, at another time, when addreſſing a 
friend, he ſpoke thus of his precious Lord, 


6s ' He 1 is ny God. ”” To another, a particular 
| friend 


_ 
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friend of mine; he ſaid, ** It was all mercy, 
mercy,” and gave a parting bleſhog. This 
alſo he did afterwards, I hear, as a dying 
Patriarch, to his afflicted wife and all the 
family where he died; one by one. In all 
his bodily affliction, not a fingle murmuring 
word was to be heard from his lips; he knew 
it was all love. He had the preſence and 
the ſmiles of Jeſus, How ec uld he then 
complain? he already enjoyed heaven upon 


earth. It is this makes heaven to be what 


it is. If any of you poſſeſs Chriſt, heaven 
is come down to you, before you go to it. 
Then if afflictions abound, confolations will 
abound much more. Hence, when this dy- 
ing, but now glorified Saint, was aſked how 
he was—he anſwered, ** As well as he 


could be this fide heaven.” At another 
time, towards his laſt | ours, when he 


was aſked whether he did not feel now 
the happineſs of theſe precious truths he 
had ſo long preached—he replied, 0 


yes, yes! he is a precious, precious Sa- 


viour to me.” Juſt at the cloſe of all, I 
am told, he ſaid, ** I ſhall ſoon be on Mount 
Sion 


2 96 
Sion, to fee my covenant-God—Holy, holy, 
holy, holy bleſſed Jeſus, to thee be endleſs 
praiſe,” were the laſt words he was heard to 
utter with his dying lips, before he went to 
glory.—Soon after he imperceptibly ſlipt 
away to heaven, without a ſigh or groan. 


And now whilſtI am preaching in my poor 
way about Jeſus, and his love and faithful. 
neſs to this his bleſſed witneſs, methinks I 
hear him ſhouting Emanuel's praiſeas loud 
as any Seraph in heaven, cloathed with a 


white robe, and a palm to cloſe in his hand- 


burſting forth with a celeſtial ſwell, ** Sal- 


vation to our God, which ſitteth on the throne 
and unto the Lamb. Bleſſing and glory, 
and wiſdom, and thankſgiving, and honour, 
and power, and might, be unto our God for 
ever and ever! hallelujah! amen.” Nor can 
I help thinking in ſome meaſure, that as he 
excelled moſt others in extolling the Lamb 

here upon earth, he will not be out-done (tg 
ſay the leaſt) by any one of all the cloud of 


witneſſes, in praiſing Jehovah in Jeſus, 
Now 
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now he is in heaven, in ſinging the ſong of 
Moſes and the Lamb for ever. 


Does not this call to your mind, as it does 
to mine, how happy he was, when often 
with inexpreſſible exultation he could not 
refrain addreſſing Chriſt after ſermon, in 
the words that began one of his favourite 
hymns, which for that very reaſon we juſt 
now ſung. 


Thou dear Redeemer, dying Lamb ! 
We love to hear of thee ; 

No muſic, like thy lovely name, 
Does ſound ſo ſweet to me. 

O may we ever hear thy voice 
In mercy to us ſpeak ! 

And in our prieſt will we rejoice, 
Thou great Melchizedeck! 


Hallelujah! 


Our Jeſus ſhall be ſtill our theme, 
While in this world we ſtay ; 
We'll fing our Jeſu's lovely name, 

When all things elſe decay. 


When 


( 33 1 
When we appear in yonder cloud, 


With all his favour'd throng, 
Then will we ſing, more ſweet, more loud, 
And Jeſus be our ſong. Hallelujah 


Time will only permit me to add 4 word 


or two more, by way of improvement. 


Firſt, let us, whilſt we are thus lament- | 


ing juſtly the loſs of this aged and venerabl; 
ſervant of God, fail not to praiſe the Lord 
for the great honour he put upon him, whilſt 
here below, in keeping him ſteady to this 
one point ſo many years, preaching Jeſus 
Chriſt and him crucified, and nothing elſe ; 
and giving him to receive ſo plenteouſſy out 
of his fulneſs, grace for grace; and after 
living ſo eminently a life of faith in him 


who loved him and gave himſelf for him, to 


die ſo gloriouſly and leave fo bleſſed a teſti- 
mony of the triumphs of the like precious 


faith, through the righteouſneſs of God, 
even our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


F< Secondly, 
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Secondly, I pray the Lord to give you 
and me to know that there is the ſame Jeſus 
for us, as for bleſſed Mr. Romaine; if he 
gives us the ſame faith, we ſhall have the 
ſame happy experience. It is one and the 
ſame ſpirit that guides all the children of 
God into one and the ſame truth. Glory 
be to God, though one ſtream more is now 
cut off, the fountain continucs the ſame 
yeſterday, to day, and for ever. Hither we 
may come and welcome, without money, 
and- without price. Chriſt is ever flowing, 
and overflowing ſtill. 


Laſtly, I would recommend it to you, my 
dear brethren, to beſeech the Lord of the 
harveſt, the great Head of the church, that 
as as he has removed this father in Chriſt to 
glory, he would pour down a double portion 
of his ſpirit on us his ſurvivors; enable us 
to preach the ſame Jeſus,, the ſame unadul- 

© terated 


35 1 


terated goſpel; and make us like honoured 


inſtruments in his hands, of bringing ſin- 
ners to the knowledge of the truth, and 
building up the ſaints in the ſame moſt 
holy faith; that Ephraim may not envy Ju- 


dah, nor udah vex Ephraim; but that there 


may be but one contention among all that 


love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity, viz, 


who ſhall preach him moſt clearly, main- 
tain his cauſe moſt faithfully, and exalt him 
moſt highly ; as the Alpha and Omega, the 
the author and finiſher of our ſalvation, 
the All in All. 
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Glory be to his bleſſed name, he who ſent 


Mr. Romaine into his vineyard, and crown=- 
ed his labours with ſuch ſucceſs, can ſtill 
give the word, and great ſhall be the com- 


pany of thoſe that publiſh it. Pray ye there- 
fore the Lord of the harveſt, that he will 


ſend forth more of ſuch labourers into his 


- harveſt. 


F 2 | And 
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And O that yoa and I may ſpend a bleſſed 

eternity in the enjoyment of a covenant God 

with our departed friend and all the ranſom- 

ed of the Lord; where there will be but one 

aſſembly, one Jeſus, one ſong, one heaven, 
ſor ever and ever. Amen, amen. 


r 
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Sold by J. MURGATROYD, Chifwell Street; Where may 
be had the two former Volumes, pricc 44, 


GINCE this ſermon was ſent to the preſs, 
the author has been favoured with ſome 


additional circumſtances, relative to this ve 


_ nerable miniſter's experience, during his laſt 
illneſs ; which, for the information of his 
readers, he begs leave to add to the fore» 
going : | 


On the firſt day of his being taken ill at 
a friend's houſe, at Balaam-hill, near Clap» 
ham, he ſaid he was very ſick; and at fami- 


ly-prayer was obſerved to requeſt the Lord 
that he would favour them with grace ſuf- 


ficient to fit them for and carry them through 


the 
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the trials of Hat day, which might be many: 
the family at that time expecting his death, 
and believing he did the ſame. Between eight 
and nine, he took a ride with his friend, 
when he ſpoke freely and familiarly on his 
approaching death. That day he returned 
to town. His friend, calling a few days af- 
ter to know how he did, ſaid to him, 
Heavineſs may endure for a night, but 
joy cometh in the morning ;” he replied, 
It had been a night indeed, but he had à 
bleſſed proſpect of death, and a joyful hope 
of eternity, full of glory and immortality.” 
Some time after, when he returned to this 
friend's houſe, he was very weak, and ſaid, 
„that he had been in the arms of death for 
two days, and that he wanted to enter into the 
courts of the Lord; that his ſoul was athirſt 
for God, yea for the living God.“ Nor was 
he ever heard to complain of any thing but 
„ fin, the ſource of all our miſery.” One 
morning, near the end of his life, he read 
in the family devotion, of the ſickneſs and 
prayer 
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prayer of Hezekiah ; and ſaid, Now 1 
mould have none of this weakneſs and lan- 
guiſhing, if I had no ſin; but God be thank- 
ed for hope in death, yea for % in death.“ 


At another time, as he ſat at breakfaſt, he 


faid, As it is now near ſixty years ſince God 
opened my mouth,” and my heart to publiſh 
the everlaſting ſufficiency and eternal glory 
of the ſalvation of Chriſt Jeſus ; now it has 
pleaſed God to /put my mouth to give me 
more experience in my heart, of what 1 
have ſaid concerning it in my life.” After 
breakfaſt he was helped into the next room, 
not being able to perform the family-duty ; 


but deſired the door might be left open whilſt | 
they were at prayer; when his ſon read, ex- 
pounded, and prayed: after which, the mi- 


ſtreſs of the family went to aſk him how he 
did? “O thanks be ta God, (he replied) 
for bis mercy and goodneſs that hath ſurely 
followed me all the days of my life! and 
bleſſed be his name, that I have lived to fee 


this 
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this 1 that 1 ſhould be bleſt with a fon to 
be a ſon of God.“ 


On the 24th of July, being helped 400 
ſtairs, he cried out, O how good is God 
what a good night he has favoured me with; 
and what a bleſſed proſpect now [ ſee before 
me !” Mrs. Romaine coming in, faid, * I 
hope, my dear, you now find God your ſup- 
port, and his promiſes of life in Chriſt Jeſus 
your comfort?“ Ves, (he replied) now 
my heart and fleſh and ſtrenzth fail me; 
God is the ſtrength of my heart and my por- 
tion for ever. The Lord bleſs you, and re- 
ward you for all your kindneſs, and tender 
care, and affection! A covenant-God be 
with, preſerve, and bleſs you for ever |'— 
His kind hoſteſs then coming in, ſaid, 
Have you not a bleſſing for me, Sir?“ 
1 Ves, God Almighty bleſs you,” he repli- 
ed. The night following, he was rather reſt- 
leſs, and not being able to come down ſtairs, 
when his friend returned from town, about 
three o clock, and went up ſtairs to aſk him 
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how he was? He anſwered, ” very ts and 
glad to ſee you.” ” He then ſhook hands with 
him, and ſaid, „What, are you going to 
town again?“ He replied, © No, but Il am 
come to pray to God to bleſs you now with 
the comfort of his ſweet ſalvation, and to 
give you now the bleſſed poſſeſſion - and 
enjoyment of life everlaſting.” *« Amen | 
amen]! amen!” he cried out. Some time 
after, his kind Gaius went up to him again 
(hen his departure was expected every mo- 
ment) and ſaid. My dear and bleſſed friend, 
I hope you now find the dear Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, precious to your heart?“ „ Yes, yes, 
precious indeed, more precious than rubies 
and all that can be deſired, is not worthy of be- 
ing compared unto him, the tree of life in the 
mid(t of the paradiſe of God,” His worthy 
friend adds, that prayer and praiſe was almoſt 
all that could be heard, as long as his tongue 
could ſpeak, or breath to draw. © Many a 
happy hour (he obſerves) have I ſpent with 
him, but none equal to the laſt ; (and reſpect- 
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hie, was the happieſt hour in all his life; 
which he cloſed moſt teiumpbantliy, ſaying, 1 


"1 
30g himfelf) I belieyt the laſt hour of his 


Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty! ! 


glory be to thee on high for ſuch peace upon 
enk and good will unto ment” 


K Alittl after twelve, he 3 his courſe, 
fell aſlecp, and entered into his eternal reſt ; 
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departing. this life without a rute, dis 
or groan. 
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